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bridges, walks, shrubberies, &.C., communicated in an agreeable 
style, and illustrated by frequent quotations from those poets 
of various countries, who have sung the delights of rural life. 
Mr. Downing evidently brings to his task, much more than the 
mere requisites for making a book about gardening. He is 
an enthusiast, as well as a practical artist, in his profession. 
He speaks of effects to be produced from given causes, not 
from what he may have read of them in books, or seen in pic- 
tures and highly-colored engravings, but from personal obser- 
vation and experiment. The consequence is, that such advice 
as he can give is worth having. It is the result of experience 
in the climate of the Northern States, and does not come from 
Great Britain, whose climate is so wholly different, that a large 
class of plants may there be cultivated in the open air, notwith- 
standing the high latitude, any attempt to rear which here is 
time lost, and money thrown away. The great object in the 
United States ought to be, to concentrate results of the knowl- 
edge already obtained of the effects of the climate, in such a 
manner as to save useless labor, and to direct the efforts of in- 
dividuals to the most certain ends. And this object, we think 
Mr. Downing's book exceedingly well calculated to promote. 

For the rest, the mechanical execution is very handsome 
and does credit to the press of New York. The designs and 
illustrations are neat and appropriate. They make the volume 
an ornament to any drawing-room. There are more typo- 
graphical errors in it than such a work ought to have, consid- 
ering that nothing but a little extraordinary care is necessary 
to avoid them. This is a common fault in American printing, 
and grows out of the impatience of minute labor, which is a 
national characteristic. But that great progress has been 
made in correction of the evil, may readily be seen, by com- 
paring the books now published in the United States with 
those which were issued thirty years since. There is, how- 
ever, yet room for improvement, and we trust American pub- 
lishers will not relax their efforts, until they shall habitually 
produce specimens of correctness, fully equal to the best pub- 
lications of the countries of Europe. 



9. — Remarks on Currency and Banking, having Reference to 
the Present Derangement of the Circulating Medium in 
the United States. By Nathan Appleton. Boston : 
Charles C. Little & James Brown. 8vo. pp. 73. 

This is a pamphlet of no ordinary importance. The sub- 
ject is an absorbing one, and we desire to express our obliga- 
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tions to the author, for giving to the public the use of so much 
of his valuable time, as must necessarily have been required 
to condense, and to bring into so compact a form, so widely 
related an argument. He has shown to the satisfaction of 
every intelligent reader, that in banking as in all other con- 
cerns of life, "honesty is the best policy." We wanted this 
homely truth sturdily enforced at this time ; and we rejoice 
that it has been so faithfully done by Mr. Appleton. To the 
intrinsic merit of the pamphlet, we are gratified that the au- 
thor has been willing to add the weight of his own good name. 
His position places his motives above suspicion, a circum- 
stance not without importance in these days. 

A commendable excellence of the pamphlet, is its freedom 
from minute details and foreign topics. The leading object of 
the author is thereby kept constantly in view, and the reader 
is permitted to contemplate, uninterruptedly, the magnitude of 
existing evils, and the true remedy to be applied. No affect- 
edly profound doctrines on "banking principles " (so much 
talked about and so little understood) encumber it. There is 
no parade of learning, but practical good sense is presented to 
us in a good English garb. That the work will encounter op- 
position from the interested, reckless speculator, the opinionat- 
ed theorist, and the selfish politician, is to be expected. We 
apprehend, nevertheless, that the currency can be effectually 
reformed, only by a rigid adherence to the principles advocat- 
ed iu this pamphlet. We would gladly extend our remarks, but 
the space remaining to us will be more profitably filled by one 
or two extracts. In the following paragraphs, Mr. Appleton 
well expresses the worst effect of a continued bank suspension, 
the consequent and inevitable demoralization of the commu- 
nity which tolerates it. 

" But perhaps the worst part of suspension is its moral effect on the 
community. Banks are established as models of punctuality and hon- 
orable dealing; their notes have obtained circulation on the ground 
that the promise to furnish the coin on demand, was of the most sa- 
cred character. They have become the depositories of the money of 
the community, under the most solemn pledge that it should be forth- 
coming on demand. The directors of banks are selected from those 
of the highest standing in the mercantile community, — their obliga- 
tion to carry out the provisions of the charter, and to fulfil the con- 
tracts made under it, would seem to be of the highest and most bind- 
ing character. They are in fact the trustees of the stockholders and 
depositors, selected for this very purpose. It is difficult to perceive 
how honorable men, holding the office of bank directors, can recon- 
cile a continued suspension to their sense of moral obligation. 

"The effect of a suspension of the banks, is immediately apparent 
in its effect upon the moral sense of the community, as regards the ob- 
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ligation of contracts. The breach of contract by the banks is alleged as 
a sufficient apology for the breach of contract by individuals, and is 
generally received as a sufficient justification. The broken promise 
of a bank is offered, and received as the only alternative on all con- 
tracts falling due. The grossest injustice is thus inflicted, which has 
no palliation but its universality. A. submits to receive a depreciated 
currency, because he can practise the same injustice upon B. The 
rights of creditors are sacrified to the convenience of debtors." — pp. 
19, 20. 

The palpable errors, that continued suspension is a relief 
instead of an aggravation of the embarrassments of the country, 
and that there is any remedy for an inflated currency but con- 
traction, are here justly presented. 

" The question now arises, what is to be done ? How is the cur- 
rency to be restored ? The answer is simple and easy. Abandon 
your false theories. Philadelphia and New York have stood in oppo- 
sition, as the representatives of antagonist opinions. New York and 
the North have gone for immediate resumption, with a present sacri- 
fice, and a bank currency convertible into coin on demand. This 
portion of the country finds no difficulty in its present position. It 
enjoys a sound currency, and no scarcity of it. There is no want of 
confidence where it ought to exist. Its internal trade is in a healthy 
and natural state. All is well. 

" On the other hand, with Philadelphia, the South and West have 
gone for indefinite suspension ; they have preferred present ease with 
an inconvertible paper currency. The inevitable results of a depre- 
ciated currency have followed. The destruction of all general credit, 
— the disgrace of broken faith, — universal distrust. The remedy 
lies in retracing their steps. Let the solvent banks of Philadelphia, 
decide at once to receive nothing which is not equivalent to gold and 
silver ; to have nothing to do with certificates of deposite or any other 
moonshine ; to reduce their liabilities steadily and manfully, until they 
become as scarce and as valuable as coin. Under this course resump- 
tion will come of itself within sixty days." — pp. 25, 26. 



10. — Chronicles of the Pilgrim Fathers of the Colony of Ply- 
mouth, from 1602 to 1625. Now first collected from Ori- 
ginal Records and Contemporaneous Printed Documents, 
and illustrated with Notes. By Alexander Young. 
Boston : Charles C. Little and James Brown. 8vo. 
pp. xvi., 488. 

The New England race were already rich in means of infor- 
mation concerning their primitive history, through Mr. Savage's 
admirable notes upon " Winthrop's Journal," illustrating the 



